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Introduction 

• In the construction activity, the scope of the work that is described in 
drawings includes such information as dimensions or details, while 
the specifications provide the description of the qualities of 
materials and workmanship necessary to complete the work. 

• Thus, specifications should be used in conjunction with the drawings 
so that together they fully describe and define the work. 

• Drawings and specifications should complement each other.

• In the events of conflicts between specifications and drawings , the 
specification governs. 
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Drawings vs. Specifications 

• Information that is best transmitted graphically will be 
addressed in drawings, such as:

1- Dimensions, shape and location 

2- Schedule of finishes, windows and doors 

3- Location of materials 
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Drawings vs. Specifications  (Cont’d)

• Specifications describe the following: 

1- Quality of materials 

2- Tests that need to be done in order to check 
compliance with requirements 
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Drawings vs. Specifications  (Cont’d)
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4- Standards 

3- Submittals required 



Drawings vs. Specifications  (Cont’d)

5- Cost included 
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6- Erection and installation methods 



Purpose of Specification 

• Guide the bidder at the time of tendering to arrive at a 
reasonable cost for the work

• Provide guidance for the execution of the work/installation 
guide

• Guide contractor for the purchase of materials/equipment

• Indicates method of testing and acceptance of final products

• Guide parameters for rejection of non conforming works

Specifications 8



Types of Specifications

1- Perspective specifications

2- Performance specifications

3- Proprietary specifications 

• Closed

• Open 
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Perspective specifications (Material and 
Workmanship)
• Detailed descriptions of the following items are 

included:

1- Type of materials required.

2- Physical properties such as strength

2- The execution and installation methods required.

3- General requirements relating to tests and 
standards.
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Perspective specifications (Cont’d)
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Performance specifications
• Specifications which define products based on desired end 

results.

• In this type of specifications: 

1- The results or the performance of the finished product are 
specified

2- The installation procedures and material types is not 
specified 

3- required tests are specified 

• The product satisfies the specification as long as it does the 
job
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Performance specifications (Cont’d)
• Example : 

1- The wall shall be constructed to support vertical load of .2 
ton/m 

2- The system shall pump 300 gallons per minute. 

“Note :There are no directions on how to make the pumping system go that fast, 
so it is up to the contractor to figure it out.”

• This kind of specifications fit with design-build projects
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Proprietary specifications (Closed)
• This specifications call for desired type by their trade names 

and model numbers.

• One or two manufacturers could be specified.

• Ex. : 

1- Water stop by W.R. Grace company 

2- The bathtubs shall be E085 type by Kemlite OR A400 type 
Westen by Miller 
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Proprietary specifications (Open)
• Products of various types are used

• At least three manufacturers are used shall be specified, 
otherwise will be closed specifications

• Ex.: the wall shall be painted of C paints by Inland or MWV 
paints by Wheeling or WF paints by Lory.
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Proprietary specifications (Cont’d)
• These are the least common of the three types of 

construction specifications, but they are for jobs involving 
existing equipment and already completed installations. 
When the owner or client wants to be consistent with their 
materials or just prefers a specific type of material, use 
proprietary specs.
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Specification Language 

• Capitalizing the first letter is mandatory for the 
following expressions :

1- Parties to the contract :e.g. 
Employer/Client/Contractor/Engineer 

2- Contract documents : e.g. Bill of Quantites
/Drawing 
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Specification Language (Cont’d)

• Avoid the use of words which have indefinite 
meanings . For example : Either, Etc. 

• Specify in the positive form.

• Arrange the specification in the order of the 
execution of the work. E.g. Formwork , concrete 
mixing, concrete placing, curing.
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